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1943 tribute to longtime Southern Association player and manager Larry Gilbert. A former member of the 1914 Boston
“Miracle Braves,” he was sold to New Orleans in 1917, beginning a Southern Association career that spanned more than three
decades. Courtesy of the Birmingham Barons.



Second Annual
Southern Association Baseball Conference

Rickwood Fie ld   B i r mingham,  Alabama

Saturday,  September  17 ,  2005

9:00 A .M. Morning cof fee and donuts

9:30 A .M. Welcome and in t roductory remarks

9:45 A .M. Bi l l  Traughber

“The Greatest  Game Played in the South:  Nashvi l le  1908”

10:15 A .M. Phi l  Lowry 

“The Souther n Associat ion’s  Longest  Games”

10:45 A .M. Morning break

11:00 A .M. P layer Discuss ion Panel :  Tentat ive:  J im Atk ins & Bud L ive ly  (Barons)

11:30 A .M. David Jenkins

“Chattanooga’s Amazing Str ing of Batt ing Champs”

12:00 P.M. Lunch

12:45 P.M. Skip Nipper

“Legendary Lar ry Gilber t”

1:15 P.M. Turner South Blue R ibbon Presentat ion

1:45 P.M. Clarence Watk ins

“1928 Barons :  Opening Day”

2:15 P.M. P layer Discuss ion Panel :  Tentat ive:  Lenny Yochim & Mel  Brookey (Pel icans)

2:45 P.M. Af ternoon break

3:00 P.M. Ben Cook

“Good Wood: A Fan’s  History of Rickwood Field”

3:30 P.M. Clos ing remarks

3:45 P.M. Book sales & exhibi ts



Under the guidance of manager Johnny Dobbs, the 1928 Birmingham Barons swept the Memphis Chicks in three games to capture the pennant. The Birmingham
club also led the league in hits, total bases, stolen bases, runs, fielding, and fewest strikeouts. Courtesy of Mickey Newsome.



Second Annual Southern Association Baseball Conference PRESENTERS:

Bill Traughber A Nashville sports history researcher and writer, Bill Traughber has published approximately 225

feature sports stories in numerous publications, including among others Athlon Baseball Annual, Nashville

Sports Weekly, The National Pastime, and Sports Nashville. He is a member of the Tennessee Sports Writers

Association, the society of American Baseball Researchers, and the Nashville Baseball Old Timers Association.

Phil Lowry Phil Lowry is the author of Green Cathedrals, the only detailed history of every one of the 400

ballparks used for official Major League and Negro League games since 1871. He is currently completing his Ph.D.

in Arabic Language and Middle East Studies. 

Skip Nipper A graduate of Memphis State University, Skip Nipper is a member of the Sporting Goods Agents

Association, the National Sporting Goods Association, and the Society for American Baseball Researchers. His

commitment to collecting and preserving memories of Nashville’s SulphurDell Park resulted in the creation of

his website, sulphurdell.com.

David Jenkins A former long-time sports journalist for the Chattanooga Free Press, David Jenkins spent much

of his career covering the Chattanooga Lookouts.

Clarence Watkins A Memphis native, Clarence Watkins is a graduate of Memphis State University and lifelong

baseball fan. His work related travels across the Southeast have allowed him to pursue his interest in the history

of the Southern Association, including collecting and gathering information on all of the league teams and ball parks. 

Ben Cook Sports columnist for the Birmingham Post-Herald, Ben Cook has covered sports in the Southeast for

over three decades. During his journalism career, he has also written for the Birmingham News, the Sporting

News, and Sports Illustrated among others. The author of three books on college football, his fourth book,

Good Wood: A Fan’s History of Rickwood Field, will be available this Fall.

1951 Barons pitching staff, seated here at Rickwood, led the team to a Dixie Series championship over Houston of the Texas League. (l-r) Roger Higgins, Norman Brown, Mickey
Haeffner, Ralph Brickner, Robert Raney, Jim Wallace, Hershell Freeman, Louis “BoBo” Newsome. Courtesy of Rocky Brown.



1950’s game-day view of the famed Sulphur Dell marquee.  Courtesy of Metro Nashville Archives and Skip Nipper.

Streetscape outside
New Orleans’ Pelican
Stadium, circa 1950s.
Built in 1915, the stadium
hosted its last game on
September 1, 1957, with
the Memphis Chicks
defeating the hometown
Pelicans 7-3. The park was
razed the following month,
October of 1957.
Courtesy of
Derby Gisclair.

Southern Association play at Pelican Stadium.
Courtesy of Derby Gisclair.

Game action at Nashville’s
storied Sulphur Dell. Due
to the park’s unusual
topography, the right fielder
had to play on the “shelf ”
between the incline and the
outfield wall. Courtesy of
Metro Nashville Archives
and Skip Nipper.

On the Cover: 1954 capacity crowd at Birmingham’s Rickwood Field anticipates the tag at third on a
Nashville base runner, with the home plate umpire covering the call. The shoulder patch worn that year by
Baron ball players commemorated the 50th anniversary of Birmingham’s iconic Vulcan statue, originally cast
for the 1904 St. Louis World’s Fair. Courtesy of Birmingham News.



Willie Miranda, Chattanooga
L o o ko u t s .  S i g n e d  b y  t h e

Washington Senators as an
amateur free agent in 1948,

Miranda played 2 full seasons
(1949 and 1950) in

Chattanooga before being
called-up after 80 games in the
1951 season, making his Major
League debut on May 6, 1951.

Courtesy of Clarence Watkins.

1923 Southern Association champion New Orleans Pelicans. Under the
guidance of legendary manager Larry Gilbert, the 1923 Pelicans outpaced
the Mobile Bears to capture the pennant. Courtesy of Derby Gisclair.

League champion Birmingham Barons, captured in this September 24, 1928
Associated Press photo, defeated the Houston Buffalos in the first 2 games of the
1928 Dixie Series, before losing the next 4 straight. Courtesy of Chuck Stewart.

Cramton Bowl, home park of the 1943 Southern Association
Montgomery Rebels. Courtesy of Clarence Watkins.

Scrapbook image of an
unknown Arkansas Travelers
ballplayer, circa 1922.
Courtesy of
Clarence Watkins.

Unidentified manager,
Montgomery Rebels.

Courtesy of Chattanooga
News-Free Press and

Clarence Watkins.

More than half a century of baseball is represented by this pair, and they were
on opposite ends of a lot of pitches. Mickey O’Neill (left) a, Memphis catcher,
had been in baseball for 29 years when this was photographed, and Ed
(Beartracks) Greer, Little Rock Pitcher, had 23 seasons under his belt. Courtesy
of Clarence Watkins.



AMERICA'S OLDEST BASEBALL PARK

f r i e n d s  o f  r i c k w o o d  & 2 0 5 . 4 5 8 . 8 1 6 1 o r w w w . r i c k w o o d . c o m

Spe c i a l  t h ank s  t o :

Dr .  John i e  G r a c e  a nd  Ma r t i n  G r a c e  B en e f i t  G roup
Micke y  Newsome  and  H ibbe t t  Spo r t s

T he  S l a ugh t e r  G roup
T he  B i r m ingham  Ba ron s

Joe  DeLeona rd  and  t h e  Tr i p l e  P l ay  B a s eb a l l  C l ub
Lama r  Sm i t h  and  A l a ga s co

Sk ip  N ippe r  a nd  s u l phu rd e l l . c om
De rby  G i s c l a i r  a nd  n ewo r l e an sb a s eb a l l . c om

B i l l  Ca th e r
L i z  Rybka

Built in 1924, and originally named Spiller Park, Ponce de Leon Park served as the home field for the Atlanta Crackers until 1964,
and was torn down in 1967. Courtesy of Mike Gora and Midtownatlanta.us

 


