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First Annual
Southern Association Baseball Conference

Rickwood Fie ld   B i r mingham,  Alabama

Saturday,  October  9 ,  2004

9:00 A.M. Morning cof fee and donuts

9:30 A.M. Welcome and in t roduc tor y remarks

9:45 A.M. Derby Gisc la i r

“The New Orleans Pel icans :  The Hear t  of the Souther n Associat ion”

10:15 A.M. Mark S tang 

“Basebal l ’s  Bar num of the Bushes :  The Life and Times of Joe Engel”

10:45 A.M. Morning break

11:00 A.M. Skip Nipper

“The Story of Nashvi l le ’s  Sulphur Del l”

11:30 A.M. Rickwood v ideo

11:45 A.M. Park tour  and exhibi t s

12:30 P.M. Lunch

1:00 P.M. Gar y Higginbotham

“Sixty Years  of the Mobile  Bears”

1:30 P.M. Tim Darne l l

“The Atlanta Crackers :  The Souther n Associat ion’s  Best  Team?”

2:00 P.M. Clarence Watk ins

“Remembering the 1960 Fire at  Memphis ’ Russwood Park”

2:30 P.M. Af ternoon break

2:45 P.M. Bi l l  P lo t t

“The 1887 Memphis – Mobile  Ser ies :  

Another Candidate for the All-t ime Worst  Team?”

3:15 P.M. Ben Cook

“A Tribute to America ’s  Oldest  Basebal l  Park:  Rickwood Field”

3:45 P.M. Clos ing remarks

4:00 P.M. Book s ignings & exhibi t s



June 10, 1918 Southern Association of Base Ball Clubs league document, containing signatures of the presidents of the eight member teams. Ironically, due to
the United States’ participation in World War I, the league would suspend play approximately two weeks after the signing of this document. New Orleans won the
abbreviated season with a 49-21 record, 7.5 games ahead of Little Rock. Courtesy of the Birmingham Barons.



First Annual Southern Association Baseball Conference PRESENTERS:

Derby Gisclair A lifelong resident of New Orleans, S. Derby Gisclair is a member of SABR and its

Oral History Committee. He is a Sustaining Member of the National Baseball Hall of Fame, and has

written several articles on baseball. He is currently working on a history of the New Orleans Pelicans and is the

author of the recently published Baseball in New Orleans.

Mark Stang A resident of Tampa, Mark Stang is the author of five books on Major League baseball, includ-

ing Baseball By The Numbers, a guide to Major League player uniform numbers. A SABR member since 1990,

he is also a two-time recipient of the annual SABR Baseball Research award. 

Skip Nipper A graduate of Memphis State University, Skip Nipper is a member of the Sporting Goods Agents

Association, the National Sporting Goods Association, and SABR. His commitment to collecting and preserving

memories of Nashville’s SulphurDell Park resulted in the creation of his website, sulphurdell.com.

Gary Higginbotham Native to Galveston and a graduate of Southern Mississippi University, Gary

Higginbotham has conducted historical research on the Mobile Bears, the Southern Association, the Cotton

States Leagues, and college football.

Tim Darnell A lifelong resident of Atlanta, Tim Darnell is a seasoned newspaper and magazine journalist,

having served in the capacity of both reporter and editor. He has contributed to The New Georgia Encyclopedia,

and is the author of The Georgia Tech Trivia Book. He is also the author of the recently

published The Crackers: Early Days of Atlanta Baseball.

Clarence Watkins Memphis native Clarence Watkins is a graduate of Memphis State University and lifelong

baseball fan. His work related travels across the Southeast have allowed him to pursue his interest in the histo-

ry of the Southern Association, including collecting and gathering information on all of the league teams and

ball parks. 

Bill Plott A reporter for The Birmingham News and a sports historian, Bill Plott has written several books on high

school sports. He is a member of the Alabama Sports Hall of Fame Old-Timers Selection Committee.

Ben Cook Sports columnist for The Birmingham Post-Herald, Ben Cook has covered sports in the Southeast

for over three decades. During his journalism career, he has also written for The Birmingham News, 

the Sporting News, and Sports Illustrated among others. The author of three books on college football, he is

currently researching and writing his fourth book, a history of Rickwood Field.

Capacity crowd at Chattanooga’s Engel Stadium for the September 25, 1932 Dixie Series game between the Lookouts and the Beaumont (Texas) Explorers, pennant winners
of the Texas League. The Lookouts defeated the Explorers 4 games to 1 to clinch the Dixie Series title. Courtesy of Josh Leventhal and Take Me Out to the Ballpark.



March 28, 1908 cover of Sporting Life Magazine, featuring the Atlanta Base Ball Club, who
outpaced Memphis by 3.5 games to claim the 1907 league pennant. George Paskert, Atlanta
outfielder, earned the season homerun crown with 6. Courtesy of Clarence Watkins.

In August 28, 1912 game action, Mobile Gulls’ catcher Joe Dunn
singles in shortstop Dee Walsh. Despite this rally, Birmingham held
on to defeat Mobile, 5-3. The Barons also held on to clinch the
league pennant, 6.5 games ahead of the Sea Gulls. Courtesy of
Carlton Molesworth, III.

1943 tribute to longtime Southern Association player and
manager Larry Gilbert. A former member of the 1914 Boston
“Miracle Braves,” he was sold to New Orleans in 1917,
beginning a Southern Association career that spanned more
than three decades. Courtesy of the Birmingham Barons.

Wire service image of Memphis’ Russwood Park following the April 17, 1960 fire that
destroyed the grandstand. Courtesy of Clarence Watkins.



Ernie Harwell called games for the Atlanta Crackers
from 1943 – 1948, at which time he was “traded” to
the Brooklyn Dodgers in exchange for catcher Cliff
Dappert, of their minor league Montreal franchise.
This is the only example in baseball history in which
a player was traded for an announcer. Courtesy of
Clarence Watkins.

1954 capacity crowd at Birmingham’s Rickwood Field anticipates the tag at
third on a Nashville base runner, with the home plate umpire covering the
call. The shoulder patch worn that year by Baron ball players commemorated
the 50th anniversary of Birmingham’s iconic Vulcan statue, originally cast
for the 1904 St. Louis World’s Fair. Courtesy of Birmingham News.

Capacity crowd at Mobile’s Monroe Park. Built in 1893, Monroe Park sat off of
Mobile’s South Washington Avenue, part of what is today the Alabama State Docks.
Courtesy of the Eric Overby Collection, University of South Alabama.

Cover of the 1905 Reach’s Official American League Guide, featuring the 1904 Southern
Association Champion Memphis Egyptians. Courtesy of Clarence Watkins.

On the Cover: Baron power hitter Walt Dropo’s famous 1948 blast over Rickwood’s mammoth
scoreboard. The 1948 Barons drew 445,926 fans to set the all-time in-the-seats Southern Association
attendance record. Courtesy of Birmingham News and Steve Ross.
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S p e c i a l  t h a n k s  t o :

D r .  Jo h n i e  G r a c e  a n d  M a r t i n  G r a c e  B e n e f i t  G r o u p
M i c ke y  N e w s o m e  a n d  H i b b e t t  S p o r t s

L i z  Ry b k a  a n d  S l a u g h t e r H a n s o n  A d v e r t i s i n g
T h e  B i r m i n g h a m  B a r o n s

D av i d  S m i t h  a n d  A l a b a m a  A l i v e  M a g a z i n e
Jo e D e L e o n a rd a n d  t h e  Tr i p l e  P l a y B a s e b a l l  C l u b

L a m a r  S m i t h ,  E r i c a  L a w s o n ,  a n d  A l a g a s c o
S k i p  N i p p e r  a n d  s u l p h u rd e l l . c o m

Atlanta base runner slides into third before a full house at Rickwood Field, while Baron infielder prepares to throw
to first. Courtesy of the Birmingham Chamber of Commerce.


